
Opening Hymn 961 Hail Thee, Festival Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 
Tune: Public domain 



 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

  



Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 



Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, as your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into 

the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell 

there with him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1 I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and 

teaching 2 until the day he was taken up, after he had given instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, 

he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing proofs. He 

appeared to them over a period of forty days and told them things about the 

kingdom of God.  

 4 Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not 

depart from Jerusalem, but wait for what the Father promised, which you 

heard from me. 5 For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

 6 So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time 

when you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the 

Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  



 9 After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 10 They were looking intently into the sky as 

he went away. Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside them. 11 They 

said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in 

the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 47 All Peoples, Clap Your Hands 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher L. Webber 
Tune: George J. Elvey 
Text: © 1986 Christopher L. Webber, admin. Church Publishing Inc. , alt. Used by permission: License no. 130024054 
Tune: Public domain 



Second Reading Ephesians 4:7–16 
 7 But to each one of us grace was given, according to the measure of the gift 

from Christ. 8 That is why it says, “When he ascended on high, he took 

captivity captive and gave gifts to his people.” 9 Now what does it mean when 

it says “he ascended,” other than that he also had descended to the lower parts, 

namely, the earth? 10 He who descended is the same one who ascended far 

above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things. 11 He himself gave the 

apostles, as well as the prophets, as well as the evangelists, as well as the 

pastors and teachers, 12 for the purpose of training the saints for the work of 

serving, in order to build up the body of Christ. 13 This is to continue until we 

all reach unity in the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a 

mature man with a stature reaching to the measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 

The goal is that we would no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and 

blown around by every wind of teaching, when people use tricks and invent 

clever ways to lead us astray. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we would in 

all things grow up into Christ, who is the head. 16 From him the whole body, 

being joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows in 

accordance with Christ’s activity when he measured out each individual part. 

He causes the growth of the body so that it builds itself up in love.  
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 28:20 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 



Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

 44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.”  

 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to 

them, “This is what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise 

from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 

be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. 

But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  

 50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands 

and blessed them. 51 And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and 

was taken up into heaven. 52 So they worshipped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were continually in the temple courts, 

praising and blessing God. Amen.  

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day  557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 

 

 



 

 
 

5 He spoke to his belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of my crown, 

    and bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

slay bitter death for them that they 

    may live with you forever.” 
 

6 The Son obeyed his Father’s will, 

    was born of virgin mother, 

and, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    he came to be my brother. 

No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; 

a servant’s form like mine he bore 

    to lead the devil captive. 
 

7 To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I myself will be; 

    for you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, your friend divine, 

and evermore you shall be mine; 

    the foe shall not divide us. 

8 “The foe will shed my precious blood, 

    me of my life bereaving; 

all this I suffer for your good; 

    be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

my innocence shall bear your sin, 

    and you are blest forever. 

 

9 “Now to my Father I depart, 

    the Holy Spirit sending 

and, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

    my help to you extending. 

He will a source of comfort be, 

teach you to know and follow me, 

    and in all truth will guide you. 

 

10 “What I on earth have lived and taught 

    be all your life and teaching; 

so shall my kingdom’s work be wrought 

    and honored in your preaching. 

Take care that no one’s man-made laws 

should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause; 

    this final word I leave you.” 

Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800–1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546;   Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon Luke 24:44–53 

“Mission Accomplished” 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Ascended Lord, seated at the right hand of the Father, we rejoice in your rule. 

In wisdom you govern the kingdoms of this world. Bless all those in positions 

of authority. Lead them to confess that all power comes from you. Continue to 

work all things together for the good of your kingdom, and guard and protect 

us from all harm and danger. 

  

When you ascended on high, you gave good gifts to us. We thank you for 

sending the apostles and evangelists to record your words and explain them in 

Scripture. Continue to provide pastors and teachers to guide and equip your 

people. Empower us to share your gospel with all nations. 

  

Direct us always to you for grace that will help us in our time of need. As our 

High Priest, continue to intercede for us with the Father when we pray in your 

name. [Bear before the Father our individual petitions, as we especially pray 

for . . . here name the cause of the petition.] 

  

Lord Jesus, as you humbled yourself even to death on the cross before you 

were exalted on high, lead us through all our trials in patient and humble faith 

until you lift us up on high where you have gone to prepare a place for us. 

  

On this festival day, we join the angels in rejoicing that you completed the 

work of salvation and returned to your glory. With those who gazed up toward 

heaven, lift up our hearts as we await your return. Come quickly and redeem 

our bodies as you have redeemed our souls. We praise and bless you, our 

victorious Savior. Amen. 

 

  



The Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface CW 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of 

the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 



Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 

through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
  

    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
  

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 

blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 

ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 



trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed…. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 
  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
Be seated 

To Our Guests, Regarding Communion: 

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church practices “Close 

Communion.” Members in good standing of congregations of 

WELS and ELS may commune at our altar. All others are asked 

to meet with the pastor first before communing at our altar.  



Distribution Hymn 472 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite; The Venerable Bede, 673–735, abr. Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 



Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Closing Hymn 472 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  sts. 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 
 


