
Opening Hymn 333 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, abr., alt.; Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908; Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 



If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  



 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 

 

 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 

you thanks, we praise you for your glory.    Refrain 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand 

of the Father; receive our prayer.    Refrain 

  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 

Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. Amen.    Refrain 



The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and 

make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy 

and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

First Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. 

His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity. 

3Therefore the LORD will give them up, 

until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child. 

Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people 

of Israel. 
4He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the 

earth. 
5This one will be their peace. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 85 LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer 

 

 
  

You, LORD, forgave the iniquity of your / people 

    and covered / all their sins. 

You set aside / all your wrath 

    and turned from your fierce / anger. 

Show us your unfailing / love, LORD, 

    and grant us your sal- / vation.   Refrain 
  

I will listen to what God the / LORD says; 

    he promises peace to his / people. 

Surely his salvation is near those who / fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell / in our land. 

Love and faithfulness meet to- / gether; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each / other. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Second Reading Hebrews 10:5–10 

  5Therefore when he entered the world, Christ said: 

Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

but you prepared a body for me. 
6You were not pleased 

with burnt offerings and sin offerings. 



7Then I said, “Here I am. 

I have come to do your will, God. 

In the scroll of the book it is written about me.” 

  8First he said: 

Sacrifices and offerings that were offered according to the law, 

both burnt offerings and sin offerings, 

you did not desire, 

and you were not pleased with them. 

  9Then he said: 

Here I am. 

I have come to do your will. 

He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 10By this will, we 

have been sanctified once and for all, through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 

Christ. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 



Gospel Luke 1:39–55 

  39In those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a town of 

Judah. 40She entered the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41Just as 

Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42She called out with a loud voice and said, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43But 

why am I so favored that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44In fact, 

just now, as soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in 

my womb leaped for joy! 45Blessed is she who believed, because the promises 

spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!” 

  46Then Mary said, 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
47and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, 
48because he has looked with favor on the humble state of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm. 

He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones. 

He has lifted up the lowly. 
53He has filled the hungry with good things, but the rich he has sent away 

empty. 
54He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 



328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came CW 328 

 

 

 

 
Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt.; Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Tune: Basque, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Luke 1:39–55 

“The Lord Brings Joy to the Humble  

& Lifts up the Lowly” 

Stand 



Nicene Creed    Credo 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 



Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 

promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 

Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people 

to the advent of their Savior. 

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son 

to destroy the works of the devil. 
  

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

  

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 

deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your 

grace. 
  

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see 

your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional 

pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless….] 

Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners who miss 

someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

  



The Sacrament 

Stand 

Preface    Praefatio CW 183 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 

repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 



Holy, Holy, Holy    Sanctus CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 



Words of Institution and Pax Domini 

Our Lord Jesus Christ … Do this in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God    Agnus Dei CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 

Be seated 

 



To Our Guests… 

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church practices “Close 

Communion.” Those who are of our close fellowship, that is, 

members in good standing of WELS and ELS congregations, 

may commune at our altar. All others are asked to meet with 

the pastor privately during the week to talk about becoming 

communicants at our altar. Thank you for respecting our 

historic and Scriptural practice. (1 Cor. 11:27; Rom 10:17). 

Distribution Hymn 327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 



Stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 315 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Crush for me the serpent’s head 

that, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to you in faith, 

safely kept through life and death, 

 

6 And, when you shall come again 

as a glorious king to reign, 

I with joy may see your face, 

freely ransomed by your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–1659, abr.; (sts. 1–3, 5–6): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021 
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