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Opening Hymn 366 O Rejoice, All Christians Loudly
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1 0 re - joice, all Chris-tians, loud - ly, for our joy has
2 See, my soul, your Sav - ior choos - es pov - er - ty and
3 Lord, how shall I thank you right - ly? I am saved e -
4 Je - sus, guard and guide your mem - bers, fill them with your
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now be - gun; won - drous things our God has done.
weak - ness, too; in such love he comes to you.
ter - nal - ly by your life and death for me.
bound - less grace, hear their prayers in ev - ’ry place.
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Tell a - broad his  good - ness proud - ly, who our race has
Nei - ther crib nor «cross re - fus - es, all he suf - fers
Let me not for - get it light - ly, but with all my
Fan to life faith’s glow -ing em - bers; grant all Chris-tians
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hon - ored thus, that he has be - friend - ed us.
for your good to re - deem you by his blood.
heart be - lieve that from you I shall re - ceive
far and near ho - ly peace, a glad new year.
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Joyy3,; O joy, be - yond all glad-ness! Christ has done a -
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for the Sun of grace is shin - ing!



Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; Christian Keimann, 1607-1662; Tune: Andreas Hammerschmidt, 1611-1675, alt.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

[a)

)" A - | | |
A b | i | |
[ £ M | P |
ANV [ ] v (7]

D]

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

o | — [ I |
e — > = |
—?—c o z

Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

men.




Gloria in Excelsis CW 346
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1 An - gels we have heard on high,sweet -ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro -long?
3 Come to Beth-le-hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some ti - dings be which in-spire your heav’n-ly song?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.; French; Tune: French; Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.



Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free
from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Exodus 33:18-23; 34:5-7

8Then Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”

9The LORD said, “I will make all my goodness pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim the name of the LORD in your presence. I will be gracious to whom I
will be gracious, and I will show mercy to whom I will show mercy.” >*°He said,
“You cannot see my face, for no human may see me and live.”

2The LORD also said, “Look, there is a place next to me, where you shall
stand on the rock. 22It will happen that, while my glory passes by, [ will put you
in a crevice in the rock. I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by.
BThen I will take away my hand, and you will see my back. But my face will
not be seen.”

5The LORD came down in the cloud. He took his stand there with Moses and
proclaimed the name of the LORD. °The LORD passed by in front of him and
proclaimed: “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow
to anger, and overflowing with mercy and truth, 7maintaining mercy for
thousands, forgiving guilt and rebellion and sin. He will by no means clear the
guilty. He calls their children and their children's children to account for the
guilt of the fathers, even to the third and the fourth generation.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



98B Joy to the World Psalm 98B
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men  their
3 No more let sins and sor - rows grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her King; let ev - 'ry heart pre - pare him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his right - eous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’n and na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is

ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav'n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.

found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
Text: Isaac Watts, alt.; Tune: George F. Handel, adapt.; Text and tune: Public domain
Second Reading Romans 8:31-32

3What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 3*Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us
all—how will he not also graciously give us all things along with him?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Galatians 4:4,5
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Al - le-lu -ia, al -le-1lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia.
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But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,
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born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those un - der the law.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

Gospel John 1:1-18

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. *He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything was
made, and without him not one thing was made that has been made. 4In him
was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 5The light is shining in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

SThere was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an
eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through
him. 8He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light.

9The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. °He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
recognize him. "He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not
accept him. 2But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God. 3They were born, not of blood, or
of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband's will, but born of God.

“The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.



5John testified about him. He cried out, “This was the one I spoke about
when I said, ‘The one coming after me outranks me because he existed before

me.” “For out of his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 7For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ®No
one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, who is close to the Father's

side, has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
Hymn of the Day 358 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers and sa ges sang of old with
4 Let the heights of heav'n a - dore him, an - gel hosts his
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gan to Dbe, he is Al-pha and O - me ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac-cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing, pow’rs, do - min - ions bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee hymn and chant and high thanks- giv ing
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bore the Sav - ior of our race,
prom ised in their faith - ful word.
and ex - tol our God and King.
and un - end - ing prais - es be,
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of the things that are, that have been,
and the babe, the world’s Re - deem - er,
Now he shines, the long - ex - pect - ed;
Let no tongue on earth be si - lent,
hon - or, glo - ry, and do - min - ion
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and that fu - ture yearsshall see ev-er-more and ev-er - more.
first re-vealed his sa - cred face ev-er-more and ev-er - more.
let cre - a - tion praise its Lord ev-er-more and ev-er - more.
ev - 'ry voice in con-cert ring ev-er-more and ev-er - more.
and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y ev-er-more and ev-er - more.

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-c. 413, abr.; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-
1877, alt.; Tune: plainsong, 13th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon John 1:1-14

“The Word Became Flesh and Dwelled Among Us.”
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,




was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your
one and only Son to share our humanity, carry our guilt, and become for us the
perfect Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.

Lord, we praise you.

Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your Word and
sacraments and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to overcome Satan’s power
and empty promises. Help us to withstand the temptations the world and our
sinful nature put on our path.

Give us faith and courage.



Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are
proclaiming that a Savior has been born. We especially commend to your care
the missionaries we have called as members of the Wisconsin Synod. Since
they cannot enjoy the fellowship of their extended families this Christmas,
grant to them the inner joy that comes with service in your kingdom.

Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place.

We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and subdivisions,
and for all who live and work and find delight here. Give to the leaders of
government wisdom to make and uphold laws that promote the good of
society. Grant our nation peace, health, and prosperity that we may have the
opportunity and resources to spread the good news to all people.

Govern and prosper your people.

Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, especially those
who are less fortunate than we. Bring your healing to those who are sick or
diseased in body or mind and comfort those who are mourning the death of
someone they love. [Keep in your care...here name the person and the cause of
the petition.] We especially pray for brothers and sisters who are setting aside
their celebration today to care for the sick and stand at the side of the dying.
Sustain those who endure the troubles of life.

Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your power and
peace. If any are among us today who have lost the true meaning of this
festival, let them rediscover the joy that comes from Christ alone.

Let your peace reign in the hearts of all.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all

people, those known and those unknown to us.
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 165
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The Lord be with  you.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, by whose wonderful and mysterious birth you have opened
our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your
love. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:



Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167

n_| p— — . —
Y 1D I I | | | I — | \ 1 |
@W—ﬁﬂ—fﬁ:\iﬁ:ﬁﬁ:
'J | | I |
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho-1ly Lord God of heav-en-ly hosts:
N | S
M D i |
s — | e —— — " ——"—
w j ] i —
heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-san - na, ho -
N | y p—
)" B J | 1 | |
| | | I | P
d . —
| | | | I |
Q) _ ' | —— I
san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he,
H_| = [r—
g D T I ‘} | | | I
9] —— | o {
bless-ed is he, bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
o 1 lD f‘l i — % - |
2 s o ofo o~ p
1T e e o o o ! ——r
Py) y—1 — ' 1

Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the
incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To
fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father,
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p 53

P: Our Fa-ther, who art in heav-en, Hal-low-ed be Thy name,
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my = body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of

»

me.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us your peace. A - men.

Be seated



To Our Guests...

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church practices
“Close Communion.” Those who are of our close
fellowship, that is, members in good standing of
congregations of CELC member synods, such as the
WELS and ELS, may commune at our altar.

All others are asked to meet with the pastor privately
during the week to talk about becoming communicants
at our altar. Thank you for respecting our historic and
Scriptural practice. (1 Cor. 11:27; Romans 10:17).

Distribution Hymn 356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
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1 God rest you mer - ry, gen -tle-men, let noth-ing you dis - may;
2 From God our heav'n-ly Fa - ther a bless-ed an-gel came
3 “Fear not,” then said the an - gel, “let noth-ing you af- fright;
4 Now to the Lord sing prais - es, all you with-in this place,
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this day is born a Sav - ior, the true and ra- diant light,
and in true love and fel-low-ship each oth - er now em - brace;
n H | N
Y

} I
I I
| (7]

Q]
| 108

; I — I
& e T ¢
| ' | ! |

to save us all from Sa-tan’s pow’r when we were gone a - stray.
how that in Beth - le - hem was born the Son of God by name.
to free all those who trust in him from Sa - tan’s pow’r and might.”

this ho - ly tide of Christ - mas is filled with heav’n-ly grace.
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0 ti - dings of com - fort and joy.
Text: English, 18th cent.

Tune: English
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.



Closing Hymn 361 Go, Tell It on the Mountain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a low - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born,
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be-hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: John W. Work 11, 1873-1925, verses, alt.; African American spiritual, refrain
Tune: African American spiritual; Text and tune: Public domain
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