Opening Hymn 713 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to
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light to the world. The star of my life_ is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy_ of Je - sus.
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cit - y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934; Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Confession CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the
grave. We have peace with God now and forever.

Amen.
Kyrie Lord, Have Mercy CW 933
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - Cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - Ccy.

Tune: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, 1937-2010; Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc. adapt. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind
and showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and
lead us to love you sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 42:14-21

4] have been silent for a long time.

I have kept still. I have restrained myself.

But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream.
I will gasp and pant.

5] will dry up mountains and hills.

[ will make all their grass wither.

I will turn rivers into islands.

[ will dry up pools.

6] will lead the blind on a way they do not know.

Along paths they do not know I will direct them.



Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light
and rough places into level ground.

These are the things I will accomplish for them.
[ will not abandon them.

7They will be turned back and completely disgraced—
those who trust in an idol,
those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.”

8You deaf ones, listen!

You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see!
YWho is as blind as my servant?

Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent?

Who is as blind as my associate,

as blind as the servant of the LORD?

20You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe.
Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear.

2Because of his own righteousness,

the LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 27 The LORD Is My Light
Refrain
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The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom / shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I / be afraid?
One thing I ask / from the LORD,
this only / do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house / of the LORD
all the days / of my life,
to gaze on the beauty / of the LORD
and to seek him in his / temple. Refrain

He will hide me in the shelter of his / sacred tent
and set me high up- / on a rock.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
[ will see the goodness of the LORD in the land / of the living.
Wait / for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in / the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. /| Amen. Refrain

Text, Tune & Setting: adapt. Adrian Smith; Christopher Walker
Text and music: © 1996 Christopher Walker. Published by OCP (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light, ofor the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth. °Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, "and do
not participate in fruitless deeds of darkness. Instead, expose them. For it is
shameful even to mention the things that are done by people in secret. 3But
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes
things visible. “Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 12:2
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Glo - ry, praise, and hon - or to you, Lord Je - sus  Christ.

A Refrain
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

Gospel John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39

'As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that
God's works might be revealed in connection with him. 4 must do the works
of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5As
long as I am in the world, [ am the Light of the World.”

®After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
and spread the mud on the man's eyes. 7“Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back
seeing.

BThey brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 5So the Pharisees
also asked him how he received his sight.

“He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.”

®Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he
does not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work
such miraculous signs?”

There was division among them, '7so they said to the blind man again,
“What do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”

34They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you
presume to teach us?” And they threw him out.



35]esus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked,
“Do you believe in the Son of God?”

3%“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?”

37Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is
speaking with you.”

38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him.

39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who
do not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated
Hymn of the Day 515 Christ Is the World’s Light
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, alt.; Tune: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950
Text: ©1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254
Tune: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130024054

Sermon John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39

“The Blind Man Sees and
Those Who Think They See Are Blind”

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated



Prayer of the Church

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin
and death by his obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit,
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what
the danger or the cost.

Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face
ridicule and persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and
chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure
to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and values as
Christians.

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the
chronically ill, the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal
relationships, and those victimized by war and injustice. [We pray especially
for....] Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and
friend, their comfort and hope.

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and
nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the
hurting, and stand beside the dying.

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become
weary in doing good.

Hear us as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful
even to the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Hymn 576 Amazing Grace
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but
Word my hope se - cures; he will my shield and
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now am found, was blind but now I see.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-3): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Prayer

Merciful and everlasting God, you did not spare your only Son but delivered
him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so
fixed with steadfast faith in him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and
the devil; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
CW5175sts. 1, 3
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1 Praise the one who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er -

3 Let wus praise the Word in - car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the Fa - ther’'s word of peace.
praise the true Re - deem - er, praise the one who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt.

Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text: ©1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254
Tune: Public domain



