
Opening Hymn 483 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt.; Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 



  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by 

his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the 

grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 



Glory to God in the Highest CW 1015 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz; Tune: Samuel S. Wesley; Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 
 

 

The Word 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and 

renewing all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free 



from doubt and fear, we may ever worship you, one true, immortal God, with 

your Son and the Holy Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading Genesis 1:1—2:3 

  1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 

undeveloped and empty. Darkness covered the surface of the deep, and the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 

  3God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4God saw that the light 

was good. He separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light 

“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” There was evening and there was 

morning—the first day. 

  6God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters, and let it separate 

the water from the water.” 7God made the expanse, and he separated the water 

that was below the expanse from the water that was above the expanse, and it 

was so. 8God called the expanse “sky.” There was evening and there was 

morning—the second day. 

  9God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together to one place, 

and let the dry land appear,” and it was so. The waters under the sky gathered 

to their own places, and the dry land appeared. 10God called the dry ground 

“land,” and the gathering places of the waters he called “seas.” God saw that it 

was good. 11God said, “Let the earth produce plants—vegetation that produces 

seed, and trees that bear fruit with its seed in it—each according to its own 

kind on the earth,” and it was so. 12The earth brought forth plants, vegetation 

that produces seed according to its own kind, and trees that bear fruit with its 

seed in it, each according to its own kind, and God saw that it was good. 
13There was evening and there was morning—the third day. 

  14God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to divide the day 

from the night, and let them serve as markers to indicate seasons, days, and 

years. 15Let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to give light to the 

earth,” and it was so. 16God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule 

the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He also made the stars. 17God set 

these lights in place in the expanse of the sky to provide light for the earth, 18to 

rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. 

God saw that it was good. 19There was evening and there was morning—the 

fourth day. 



  20God said, “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let birds and 

other winged creatures fly above the earth in the open expanse of the sky.” 
21God created the large sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with 

which the waters swarm, according to their own kind, and every winged bird 

according to its own kind. God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them when 

he said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the waters of the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.” 23There was evening and there was morning—the fifth 

day. 

  24God said, “Let the earth produce living creatures according to their own 

kind, livestock, creeping things, and wild animals according to their own 

kind,” and it was so. 25God made the wild animals according to their own kind, 

and the livestock according to their own kind, and everything that creeps on 

the ground according to its own kind. God saw that it was good. 

  26God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, 

and over the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 

that crawls on the earth.” 

  27God created the man in his own image. 

In the image of God he created him. 

Male and female he created them. 

  28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, 

and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 

sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29God said, “Look, I 

have given you every plant that produces seed on the face of the whole earth, 

and every tree that bears fruit that produces seed. It will be your food. 30To 

every animal of the earth, and to every bird of the sky, and to everything that 

creeps on the earth, in which there is the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 

  31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. There 

was evening and there was morning—the sixth day. 

  1The heavens and the earth were finished, along with everything in them. 
2On the seventh day God had finished his work that he had done, and he 

rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had been doing. 3God 

blessed the seventh day and set it apart as holy, because on it he rested from 

all his work of creation that he had done. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 



Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 8 O LORD, Our Lord 

 
  

When I consider your heavens, the work of your / fingers,  

   the moon and the stars, which you have / set in place, 

what is a human being that you are mind- / ful of him,  

   a Son of Man that you / care for him?   Refrain 

  

You have made him a little lower than the / angels  

   and crowned him with glory and / honor. 

You made him ruler over the works / of your hands;  

   you put everything un- / der his feet. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Kurt J. Eggert 
Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13:11–14 

  11Finally, brothers, rejoice. Set things in order. Be encouraged. Agree with 

one another. Be at peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 

  12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13All the saints greet you. 

  14The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 



Gospel Acclamation CW 161 

 

 
 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Gospel Matthew 28:16–20 

  16The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 

directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him, but some hesitated 

because they were uncertain. 18Jesus approached and spoke to them saying, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and 

gather disciples from all nations by baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and by teaching them to keep all the 

instructions I have given you. And surely I am with you always until the end of 

the age.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 



624 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty CW 624 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, Stralsund, 1665, alt; Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Sermon 2 Corinthians 13:11–14 

One Final Encouragement 

1.  Regarding our life   2.  Regarding our God 



Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

484 Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices  CW 484 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658–1734, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann B. König, 1691–1758;  Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the 

gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We 

praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith 

may grow and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train 

them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all 

godly walks of life. 
 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, 

administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, 

medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for 

those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 



Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. 

Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for 

whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who 

now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with 

sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Stand 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 



Closing Hymn 605 From All That Dwell below the Skies 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623; Text and tune: Public domain 
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