
Opening Hymn 643 O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word, sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Arnag, 1490–1539, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
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Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 

 

 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 
you thanks, we praise you for your glory.    Refrain 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand 
of the Father; receive our prayer.    Refrain 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 



The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. 

Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and 

become partakers of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading 1 Kings 3:5–12 

 5The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night. 

 God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 

  6Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and faithfulness to your 

servant, my father David, just as he walked before you in truth, righteousness, 

and uprightness of heart toward you. You have shown this great mercy and 

faithfulness to him and have given him a son who is seated on his throne to 

this very day. 7O LORD my God, now you have made your servant king in the 

place of my father David, but I am a little child. I do not know how to go out or 

come in. 8And I, your servant, am among your people whom you have chosen, 

a great people, who cannot be counted or numbered because they are so many. 
9Now give to your servant a perceptive heart to judge your people, to 

distinguish between good and evil, for who is able to judge this great people of 

yours?” 

  10In the eyes of the LORD, Solomon's request was good. 11So God said to him, 

“Because you have asked for this, and you have not asked for a long life, nor 

have you asked for riches, nor have you asked for the lives of your enemies, but 

you have asked for discernment to reach just verdicts, 12therefore I will act 

according to your words. Yes, I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so 



that there will never have been anyone like you before you, nor will anyone 

like you rise up after you. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 63 In the Morning I Will Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Text: © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 
Tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 



Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:17–21 

  17Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put 

their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly supplies 

us with all things for our enjoyment. 18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in 

good works, to be generous and willing to share. 19In this way they are storing 

up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they 

may take hold of that which is truly life. 

  20O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, turning away from 

godless, empty talk and the contradictions of what is falsely called 

“knowledge.” 21By professing it, some have veered away from the faith. Grace 

be with you. Amen. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:1,2 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 



Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 

  44“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a man 

found and hid again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he has and buys 

that field. 

  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls. 
46When he found one very valuable pearl, he went and sold all that he had and 

bought it. 

  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea 

and gathered fish of every kind. 48When the net was filled, they pulled it onto 

the shore. They sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but 

threw the bad ones away. 49That is how it will be at the end of the world. The 

angels will go out and separate the wicked from the righteous who are among 

them. 50And they will throw the wicked into the fiery furnace where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 51Jesus said to them, “Did you understand 

all these things?” 

 They answered him, “Yes.” 

  52He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been trained 

as a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings 

out of his treasure both new things and old things.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 

Hymn of the Day 717 What Is the World to Me 

 

 



 

 
Text: Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701; Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Matthew 13:44–52 

Treasure the Gospel 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son            

is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 



We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

Offering        May be left in the offering box in the 

entryway or given online 

Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our 

sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill 

them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to 

love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp 

the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant 

joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts 

and minds. 
 

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us 

respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our 

fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 

proclaimed to all. 
 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 

Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 

good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or 

mind. [Pour out your special blessing on . . . .] Give patience and compassion 

to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 



Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear 

our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

Preface CW 183 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 



It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in 

his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in 

glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We 

give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for 

sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors 

of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and 

gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 
  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of 

new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship 

you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Amen. 



Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

To You, Our Dear Guests … 

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church practices “Close 

Communion” as commanded by God’s Word (1 Corinthians 

11:27; Romans 16:17). Those who are of our close fellowship—

members in good standing of our congregation or those 

churches in close fellowship with us (WELS and ELS)—may 

commune at our altar. We ask all others to meet with our 

pastor first before taking communion with us so he may 

teach you about this. Please make an appointment to do so! 

Thank you for respecting our historic and Scriptural practice.  



Distribution Hymn 699 Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820–1915, abr., alt.; Tune: J. Paul Williams, b. 1937; Donna L. Williams, b. 1940; Text: Public domain 
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After all have communed, please stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 



We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Closing Hymn 643 O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word, st. 4 
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