
Opening Hymn 831 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr.; (sts. 1–3): tr. Christian Worship, 1993; (st. 4): tr. Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955; (st. 5): tr. Harlyn J. 
Kuschel, b. 1945; Tune: Johann G. Ebeling, 1637–1676 
Text (st. 4): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House; (st. 5): © 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel, admin. Northwestern 
Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 

 

 
  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give 

you thanks, we praise you for your glory.    Refrain 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 

away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand 

of the Father; receive our prayer.    Refrain 
  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 

Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. Amen.    Refrain 



The Word 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross 

for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him 

wherever he leads; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15O LORD, you understand. 

Remember me and care for me. 

Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me. 

You are slow to anger. 

Do not take me away. 

Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace. 
16Your words came to me, and I devoured them. 

Your words became my joy, 

the delight of my heart, 

because I bear your name, 

O LORD God of Armies. 
17I did not sit with the band of partygoers, 

nor did I celebrate with them. 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me. 

You filled me with indignation. 

18Why is my pain unending? 

Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal? 

Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me, 

like a source of water that a person can't depend on? 



19Therefore this is what the LORD says. 

If you repent, I will take you back, 

so that you may stand before me. 

If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless, 

you will be my spokesman. 

They must turn to you, 

but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you like a bronze wall to this people. 

They will fight against you, 

but they will not overcome you, 

because I am with you to save you 

and to rescue you, declares the LORD. 
21I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked, 

and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31 In You, O LORD, I Have Taken Refuge 

 

 
 

In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge; 

    let me never be / put to shame. 

        Into your hands I commit my / spirit; 

            deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God. 
 

My life is consumed by / anguish 

    and my years by / groaning; 



        my strength fails because of my af- / fliction, 

            and my / bones grow weak.   Refrain 
 

My times are / in your hands; 

    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pur- / sue me. 

        Let your face shine on your / servant; 

            save me in your un- / failing love. 
 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte;  
Setting: Hal H. Hopson; arr. Dale A. Witte 
Music: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

 

Second Reading Romans 8:18–25 

  18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is 

waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For creation 

was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in the hope 21that even creation itself will be set free from slavery 

to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

  22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to 

the present time. 23And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the 

firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our adoption as 

sons, the redemption of our body. 24Indeed, it was for this hope we were saved. 

But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he already sees? 
25But if we hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 

patient endurance. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 



Gospel Acclamation Mark 8:34 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Gospel Matthew 16:21–26 

  21From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in 

the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised again. 

  22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive 

mercy, Lord! This will never happen to you.” 

  23But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a snare 

to me because you are not thinking the things of God, but the things of men.” 

  24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him 

deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25In fact whoever wants to save 

his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26After all, 

what will it benefit a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? 

Or what can a person give in exchange for his soul? 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

 



Hymn of the Day 694 Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1793–1847, abr., alt.; Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–1887; Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Matthew 16:21–26 

“Just Say No” 
1. Say No to Worldly Religion   2. Say No to Your Worldly Self 



Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

Offering        May be left in the offering box in the 

entryway or given online 



Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our 

sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill 

them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to 

love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp 

the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant 

joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts 

and minds. 
 

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us 

respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our 

fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 

proclaimed to all. 
 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 

Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 

good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or 

mind. [Pour out your special blessing on . . . .] Give patience and compassion 

to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear 

our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

  



The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

Preface CW 183 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in 

his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in 

glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 



Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen; Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We 

give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for 

sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors 

of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and 

gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 



Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of 

new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship 

you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

To You, Our Dear Guests … 

Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church practices “Close 

Communion” as commanded by God’s Word (1 Corinthians 

11:27; Romans 16:17). Those who are of our close fellowship—

members in good standing of our congregation or those 

churches in close fellowship with us (WELS and ELS)—may 

commune at our altar. We ask all others to meet with our 

pastor first before taking communion with us so he may 

teach you about this. Please make an appointment to do so! 

Thank you for respecting our historic and Scriptural practice.  
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Distribution Hymn 670 I Come, O Savior, to Your Table sts. 1, 7–10 

 

 

 

 
 

9 This meal with blessing is abounding: 

    to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow’r, 

to angels joy, to hell confounding, 

    and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain) 

 

10 My heart has now become your dwelling, 

    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 

With angels I, your praises telling, 

    shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain) 

Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 8–10): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; (st. 7): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756; Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 8–10): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House;  
(st. 7): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254;  
Tune: Public domain 

 



After all have communed, please stand 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Closing Hymn 405 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703, abr.; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt.; Tune: Johann B. König, 1691–1758; Text and tune: Public domain 


