Opening Hymn 883 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White
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rise where God re-sides, mid an - gels’ songs of praise.
Lord, at fes - tive board him - self is host and guest.
ring— to  Christ the King all praise and thanks be - long!

a@%
Q|
(W

Text: Hans Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Tune: Norwegian, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession W 173

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus
Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by
his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the
grave. We have peace with God now and forever.

Amen.



Kyrie! God, Father Lord, Have Mercy, Luther’s version CW 934
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of all things the mak-er and pre-serv - er.

E-le-i-son! E-le-i-son!
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O Lord Je-sus,

God’s own Son,
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our me-di-a-tor at the heav’n-ly throne,
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hear our cry and grant our sup-pli - ca - tion.

E-le-i-son! E-le-i-son!
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sin - ful world with glad - ness.

E-le-i-son! E-le-i-son!

Text: Latin, 9th cent.; German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, Naumburg, 1537/1538; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.
Tune: Latin, 9th cent.; adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, Erfurt, 1525; Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254
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Glory to God in the Highest
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Tune: Marty Haugen

Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254



The Word

Salutation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy Church, the
body of Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your blessed
saints in lives of faith and willing service and with them at last inherit the
inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who love you; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated
First Reading Revelation 7:9-17

9After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing in front
of the throne and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm
branches in their hands. °They called out with a loud voice and said:
Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the Lamb.

1All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living
creatures. They fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God,
2saying:
Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and
might belong to our God forever and ever. Amen.

BOne of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in white
robes, who are they and where did they come from?”

“And I answered him, “Sir, you know.”

And he said to me:
These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
5Because of this they are in front of the throne of God,



and they serve him day and night in his temple.
He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
1“They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again.

The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat,
7for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd.
He will lead them to springs of living water.

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 149 Sing to the LORD, Sing a New Song
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1 Sing praise to the LoRrD, come sing a new song;
2 With  tim - brel and harp and joy - ful ac - claim,
3 In glo - ry ex - ul, you saints of the LORD;
4 For this is God’s word the saints shall not fail,
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with danc-ing and song give praise to God’s name;
with songs in the night high prais - es ac - cord;
but 0 - ver the earth their  faith shall pre - vail;
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for God in the faith - ful great plea - sure will seek,
go forth in God’s ser - vice, be strong in his might
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let all Zi - on’s peo - ple re - joice in their King.
with robes of sal - va-tion a - dorn-ing the meek.
to con - quer all e - vil and stand for the right.
thus God shows great glo - ry, sing praise to the LORD.

Text (sts. 1-4): Psalter, 1912, alt.; (Ref): Hal H. Hopson; Tune: Hal H. Hopson; English; Text (sts. 1-4) and tune: Public domain
Text (Ref) and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

Second Reading

1John 3:1-3

1See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called
children of God, and that is what we are! The world does not know us, because
it did not know him. 2Dear friends, we are children of God now, but what we
will be has not yet been revealed. We know that when he is revealed we will be

like him, and we will see him as he really is. 3Everyone who has this hope

purifies himself just as Jesus is pure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation

b4 i ot

Revelation 7:15
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They are before the throne of God
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and serve him day and night in his tem ple.

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254



Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. When he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2He opened his mouth and began to teach
them. He said these things.

3Blessed are the poor in spirit,

because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4Blessed are those who mourn,

because they will be comforted.

5Blessed are the gentle,

because they will inherit the earth.

®Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
because they will be filled.

7Blessed are the merciful,

because they will receive mercy.

8Blessed are the pure in heart,

because they will see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,

because they will be called sons of God.

°Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

uBlessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me. *Rejoice and be glad, because great
is your reward in heaven. In fact, that is how they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Hymn of the Day
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1 For all the saints who from their la - bors rest,
2 Thou wast their rock, their for - tress, and their might;
3 Oh, may thy sol diers, faith - ful, true, and bold
4 Oh, blest com - mun - ion, fel - low-ship di - vine!
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We fee - bly strug - gle, they in glo - ry shine; yet
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win with them the vic - tor’s crown of gold.
all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Q Hg 9/—\P ° T ﬁ\ f
4 Y
@ | L o €. f o o
Q) ' |
Al le - lu ia! Al le - lu ia!
Al le - lu ia! Al le - lu ia!
Al le - lu ia! Al le - lu ia!
Al le - lu ia! Al le - lu ia!

5  And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph-song,

and hearts are brave again and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6  The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon, to faithful warriors cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.

Alleluia! Alleluia!



7  But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.; Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958; Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon 1John 3:1-3

“Who We Are and What We Will Be”

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated



Be seated

Offering May be left in the offering box in the
entryway or given online

Prayer of the Church

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

That great cloud of witnesses whose living trust in you, recorded in your Word,
becomes an example for us to imitate and follow.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us your blessing.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

The reformers and confessors who faced the terror of church and empire but
stood firm in your truth because they were moved by grace, empowered by
faith, and guided by Scripture.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their courage.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

Your faithful followers of every age—among them our parents and
grandparents and our mentors and models—whom your Spirit called,
gathered, enlightened, and sanctified to be your holy Church and by whose
faithful words and deeds the gospel of your grace arrived also to us.
Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their resolve.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

Those we have known who endured uncommon handicaps, chronic illnesses,
and severe hardships yet followed you in simple faith and lived their lives with
patience and persistence.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their joy.

[We especially remember before you this day....]

With grateful hearts, Lord,
We remember before you this day...



Our own loved ones whose memories still burn within our hearts, whom you
have called in your good time from their labors in life to that life which knows

no end.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their reward.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Empower us, Lord, to carry on the work you gave to your people of the past,

trusting your Son, holding to your Word, confessing your truth, loving the lost,

reaching out with your love, until you call us, too, by your great grace in Jesus

Christ, to join them where memories are swallowed up in everlasting joy.

Amen.
Hymn 690 Blest Are They
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Yours is the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957; Tune: David Haas, b. 1957
Text and tune: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254

Stand

Prayer for the Word and Lord’s Prayer

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in
death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.



Closing Hymn 885 There Is a Higher Throne

CW 885
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1 There is a high - er throne than all this world has known,
2 And there we’ll find our home, our life be - fore the throne;
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we’ll hon - or him in per - fect song where we be - long.
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Be - fore the Son we’ll stand, made fault-less through the Lamb;
He’ll wipe each tear-stained eye as thirst and hun - ger die;
[a)
)” A |\ | \ | \ | |
e e e e o s s s I S e e
3 0 D r J 0[ ‘IL [
be - liev - ing hearts find prom - ised grace; sal - va - tion comes.
the Lamb be-comes our Shep - herd-King; we’ll reign with him.
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to God our King who reigns on high for-ev - er - more.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726254
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